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ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 
Special 

HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [6.28 pm]:  I move without notice - 

That the house at its rising adjourn until a date and time to be fixed by the President. 

It is delightful to see in the context of members’ statements that members have, after a long and difficult year, 
retained their good humour.  I genuinely mean that.  Debate has been conducted on contentious issues and it has 
had its funny moments.  I certainly look forward to these issues finally being resolved in the coming year.  I 
thank all members for their efforts in what has been a very challenging first session of the thirty-seventh 
Parliament.  With a great number of new members in the house this has been an experience so far that I hope will 
benefit us all in future years as we grow and learn from each other.  Each new member of this place has brought 
in a particular and unique skill.  We have certainly enjoyed the expression of the skills we have seen so far.  All 
new members deserve our congratulations.  I will embarrass them entirely, and most particularly Hon Paul 
Llewellyn, who has brought to the chamber a new and interesting way of looking at things.  Indeed, he has 
brought to the house his own very special expertise.  Members who were part of the prior Parliament would 
agree that the new members have brought a tremendous variety of knowledge and skills to the house, and I am 
sure that they will continue to add greatly to what happens in this place. 

I will reflect once more on the departure of so many of the stalwarts of this place from the thirty-sixth 
Parliament.  Those members all made contributions to this place and, as a result, to the people of Western 
Australia.  I note two particular groups of former members.  I note the departure of parliamentarians of the 
calibre of Hon John Cowdell, Hon Peter Foss, Hon Derrick Tomlinson, Hon Bill Stretch, Hon Christine Sharp 
and my old mate Hon Jim Scott, each of whom served very productively in this place.  I acknowledge also those 
other members who served with us until 22 May this year.  All of the following members were relatively short-
term members and some were extremely short, such as Hon Lynn MacLaren.  However, they all left their mark 
in one way or another in this place.  I refer to Hons Alan Cadby, Frank Hough, Paddy Embry, John Fischer, 
Kevin Leahy - who also spent only a very brief period as a member - Robin Chapple, Dee Margetts and, of 
course, Lynn MacLaren. 

This has been a particularly interesting and challenging first session of the thirty-seventh Parliament for you, Mr 
President, in your new role.  You have, as we all expected you would, conducted your office with the proper 
dignity expected of the office.  I hope that you have enjoyed your elevation and position as President and the 
contribution you are able to make to Parliament as a whole, not just in this house.  I thank also the Deputy 
President, Hon George Cash, for his work in driving the committees of this house throughout this year again and 
also in taking up the cudgel of reform in the processes of this house.  I acknowledge also the role that he has 
played in inducting our new members and teaching them the finer points of the committee processes; he has 
obviously done his job very well.  George’s guidance will continue to assist us all. 

I express my appreciation in particular to my ministerial colleagues Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich, the Deputy Leader of 
the House, and Hon Jon Ford, who has taken over the famous mantle as Minister for Fisheries.  Both members 
have brought their own unique styles of presentation to the house; sometimes Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich is more 
unique than at other times.  Throughout the year they have been tremendously supportive of not only me but also 
the whole team and the house.  I thank them for their hard work and support both inside and outside of the 
chamber. 

Our parliamentary secretaries have conducted a huge amount of business this year, probably beyond what is 
normally expected of parliamentary secretaries.  I express my gratitude to them in particular for their 
management of bills and the way in which they have carried out that and the other responsibilities they have had 
during the year.  I commend them collectively on their handling of legislation that has been particularly difficult 
and contentious from time to time.   

I give my best wishes to the Leader of the Opposition, for the Christmas season - 

Hon Norman Moore:  Oh, yeah! 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  Yes, truly.   

My best wishes to him and his family for Christmas and the new year.  I am looking forward to the new year and 
of putting the past year, which has involved some robust parliamentary debate, well and truly behind us.  I hope 
that the Leader of the Opposition and I will both return refreshed after the break to conduct our business as 
legislators in the next year when we will again engage in the frank and almost always constructive way that has 
marked how the business of the house has been conducted over the past five years.  I mean that most sincerely. 
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I give my warmest regards for the season to Hon Murray Criddle and his family.  I lope that he has personally 
had a productive year. 

Hon Murray Criddle:  And a lonely one. 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  I recognise how difficult it must be for a member on his own in this house.  It is a tough 
job.  I certainly wish him and his family well for the festive season.  I hope that the Greens (WA), comprising 
Hon Giz Watson and Hon Paul Llewellyn, also will have some temporary respite from their very tough 
legislative duties. 

Hon Paul Llewellyn interjected. 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  I think we all understand just how difficult it is for the Greens to carry out their task.  I 
hope that we will find some way to provide the Greens with some relief in the new year.  All members take their 
responsibilities in this place very seriously but I am mindful of the position that the Greens are in.  They must 
survive without a party apparatus to support them.  I thank them both for their contributions and for the quality 
of those contributions throughout the year - except on the occasions when they did not vote for us!  I did not 
mean that. 

I acknowledge the contribution of all government members, especially our trusty Whip, Hon Ed Dermer.  Whips 
are always appreciated for their role in this place, whether they are government or opposition Whips.  They also 
have a very difficult job, as do their deputies.  I will not leave them out of this.  It is a difficult task because they 
know that if one thing goes wrong, they are in the front line.  They are the people who stand up and catch the 
first bullet as they go over the top.  It is a very stressful job.  I have never been in that position, but just the 
thought of going through and counting a division only to find one member missing, must stop their hearts.  I do 
not know how Ed and Bruce manage it. 

Hon Ed Dermer:  I am not sure whether I find this very comforting, Leader of the House! 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  It is a very difficult task.  Without breaching the confidentiality of caucus, every now and 
again I hear Whips from other places say it is very difficult because four members had missed a division on a 
particular vote.  I can see Ed smiling inwardly when he thinks of a government having the luxury that allows it to 
survive if four of its members are missing during a division.  The Whip told me also that it is very difficult when 
the government has only a three or four member majority. 

The government backbench is benefiting from a good mix of experience and vigour, not to mention a sometimes 
healthy diversity of views.  I look forward to each member being able to continually develop into the exemplary 
parliamentarians that I believe they all will be.  My thanks to the Acting Clerk, Mr Malcolm Peacock, in what 
must have been for him a difficult and demanding year.  Every member will agree with me that the Acting Clerk 
has handled the challenges he has faced this year extremely well.  I thank him for his stewardship of the house 
and for the way in which he dealt with the difficult circumstances that arose.   

I also want to note at this stage the immense contribution to this house that was made by the former Clerk Laurie 
Marquet.  It is with a deep sense of sadness that our colleague and friend has suffered such a severe illness and I 
wish him well.   

I thank the Clerk Assistants for the table support that they have provided for the house and the committee 
system.  I acknowledge, in particular, Nigel Pratt and Mia Betjeman who have had to step up considerably this 
year as a result of the changes that were made.  Every member has benefited from their respective abilities as 
Clerk Assistants to guide members in the discharge of their duties.  From me, personally, thank you very much.   

Of course a special acknowledgment and thank you to Janeen Robertson, the Acting Clerk’s executive assistant, 
for her sustained and quality contribution to this house.  There would not be many houses of Parliament that 
could claim to be as ably supported as we are in the role that Janeen has played in this house for many years.  On 
behalf of the government and all members in this house, I thank the chamber staff.  We cannot conduct our 
business without them.  In particular I thank Chris Hunt, now the Usher of the Black Rod, for his assistance to 
my office throughout the year.  My thanks to the chamber and procedure office staff for their tireless and 
professional advice - Val Di Giusto, Peter Gale, Grant Hitchcock and Brian Conn.   

A special thank you to the President’s personal assistant, Lorraine Coogan, and the President’s steward, Andrew 
Gardos, who have always shown us the maximum professionalism and ultimate courtesy.   

In relation to committees and their operations, members have been ably supported by the dedicated help of the 
Clerk Assistant (Committees), the Executive Officer (Committees), the advisory officers, committee clerks, 
articled clerks and support staff at the Legislative Council committee office.  I know that all members will join 
me in thanking them for their assistance over the year, and for their advice on the many committee inquiries that 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Thursday, 1 December 2005] 

 p8019b-8025a 
Hon Kim Chance; President; Hon Norman Moore; Hon Giz Watson; Hon Murray Criddle 

 [3] 

have been conducted throughout the year and the operation of the new committees that have been appointed.  I 
take this moment to mention their names -  Kerry-Jayne Braat, Kelly Campbell, Stefanie Dobro, David Driscoll, 
Johanna Edwards, Paul Grant, Lisa Hanna, Sheena Hutchison, Irina Lobeto-Ortega, Felicity Mackie, Jan 
Paniperis, Kay Sampson, Anne Turner, Mark Warner and Denise Wong.   

Very importantly, I also extend my annual thanks to Teena Beale, Janice Shaw and Tuende Selby for their 
support to the ministers, parliamentary secretaries and also the other parliamentary services staff.  These three 
ladies are amazing in what they can do, and they somehow meet the pressure of the deadline on question time 
every day.   

My congratulations and thanks to Hansard for another year of efficient and dedicated professionalism in the 
recording of debates.  We use terms like “efficient” and “dedicated professionalism” because we fall short of 
superlatives when it comes to recognising Hansard’s skills, because deep down we believe their skills are a black 
art and a cult art; not one that can be easily described.  Our former colleague Tom Helm probably put it better 
than most when he said, and I will not try the Liverpool accent, “I stand up and rave on for a couple of hours and 
then I pick up the greens the next morning and read them and somehow it all makes sense.”  I often feel much 
the same way as Hon Tom Helm.  From Hansard’s point of view as from ours, it has been an historic year.  
Posterity is recorded via the work of Hansard and I know that in the future as people look back on this era it will 
be looked at through the eyes and recording of Hansard.   

To Enno Schijf and the catering staff, a warm thank you for serving the members so well and so long.  I thank 
Russell Bremner for his management of the Parliament.  I thank all the staff for their great support of this place, 
and pass on my best wishes to them all for the festive season.  

Also, I place on record my gratitude that the magnificent tree that stands outside the front of Parliament House 
remains.  Mr President, I acknowledge that the Presiding Officers have to do what they have to do in this regard, 
but I record my appreciation that we can still see that tree.   

The PRESIDENT:  Order!   

Hon KIM CHANCE:  Finally, I thank Cathy, Marilyn and Rosalie at the switchboard for their unending 
courtesy and assistance to all members and staff.  I thank the gardeners, Charlie and his team, Hughie for 
keeping the place clean and pleasant to work in, Peter Pascoe for answering his phone when needed and Vince 
Pacecca for being there.   

Importantly, Ken Craig and the security staff have continued to serve the people’s house with their usual 
discretion and efficiency.  More so than ever, we can thank them for keeping us all safe.   

I wish all members a happy Christmas and a restful, well-deserved and rewarding new year.   

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral - Leader of the Opposition) [6.47 pm]:  I support the 
remarks by the Leader of the House and thank him most sincerely for the way in which he has so 
comprehensively thanked everyone who has anything to do with Parliament House.  It is an important role of the 
leader to do that on behalf of all members, and I thank him for that.   

As the Leader of the House said, this has been a particularly difficult year.  It always is when there is an election 
in February, we come back to Parliament relatively soon after the election and there is a changeover in the house 
in May.  Generally, there is not enough time to really readjust following an election.  When I first became a 
member, I think that after an election the house did not sit until August.  That may not be exactly correct, but it 
was something like that.  I thought it was a pretty good idea.  That does not happen any more, and for some 
reason governments think that Parliament should be sitting all the time churning out legislation by the bucket 
load.  Somehow they believe that will make the world better for the people who live in it.  Perhaps we should be 
doing the exact opposite - getting rid of law and that would make life better for most people.   

Most members are ready for a break, as I am.  I have not enjoyed this week and I particularly did not enjoy 
today.  I thought today was an occasion on which some of the worst aspects of the parliamentary process became 
apparent to me.  I will not go into any detail about that.  It was an unpleasant occasion and I regret that this year 
the Parliament finishes on that note.   

On a more positive note, I indicate my best wishes and thanks to a range of people.  Firstly, to you, Mr President.  
I had no doubt when you were elected to the job that you would do it with great dignity, wisdom and 
impartiality.  I have had no reason to change my view about that since you have been in the chair.  I sincerely 
thank you for the way in which you have carried out the role of President.  You had big shoes to fill.  One of the 
great things about this chamber in the time I have been a member - I can only talk about people I know - is that 
we have been able to elect Presidents of great substance who are able to maintain the traditions and dignity of the 
chamber.  Long may that be the case, because it is so important that the chairman of our meetings, the President, 
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is able to maintain that independent dignity and impartiality that are so important for the proper operation of this 
chamber. 

Mr President, one of your predecessors is, of course, the Chairman of Committees, Hon George Cash, who 
continues to provide very wise counsel to all of us.  Every now and again he decides to make life a bit difficult 
for ministers or parliamentary secretaries, but, generally speaking, people should listen to what he says, because 
he has a huge amount of wisdom and gives tremendous advice that only people of the substance of Hon George 
Cash can provide.  I thank him for the great work he does for this chamber, and has done for many years.  I 
probably have not said this publicly before, but my only serious regret about Hon George Cash is that he did not 
stay in the Assembly and become the Premier.  It could have been a good outcome for Western Australia, but it 
was not to be.  The Deputy Chairmen of Committees, of course, provide a great service to the house.  There have 
been a number of new ones this year.  I must say, that when they were announced I was a little apprehensive, but 
I have been very impressed with the way in which the new Deputy Chairmen of Committees have learnt the task 
and come to understand the processes involved in running the house.  I think we are in good hands when any of 
the Deputy Chairmen of Committees is running the Committee of the Whole. 

In respect of my colleagues, first, I again thank Hon Bruce Donaldson for his ongoing loyalty and support.  It is 
interesting that on the occasion of the last division of the house we actually had a win.  I do not know what he 
did, but I hope he carries it forward into the new session when it commences next year!  I thank Bruce for all the 
hard work he has done for many years and for the support he gives to his colleagues.  To my colleagues, I thank 
them very much for the work that they have done this year.  As I have said, it has been a tough year, with a lot of 
new members; it has been a time when a significant number of members with great experience and wisdom have 
left and been replaced by new members.  I must say that I am absolutely delighted at the quality of our new 
members and their capacity to make a contribution to this chamber.  It augurs very well for our side of politics in 
the future, because people of their capacity are the people we need in this chamber.  I thank them all very 
sincerely.  However, I do not say that to exclude my older colleagues, who continue to provide the support that 
the Liberal Party needs to at least make an impression in this house and to do its best to make sure that the 
legislation we pass is in good shape.  Some people say it is delaying, or whatever the words are that have been 
used, but if it takes a little longer to produce good legislation, we should take a little longer.  We regard Hon 
Murray Criddle as a sort of honorary member of the black-hand gang.  He joins us from time to time in some of 
the very important seminars that we hold.  We have always much appreciated the support of the National Party 
and the comradeship we enjoy with Hon Murray Criddle. 

Again I thank the Leader of the House for his comments about me.  I believe that Leader of the House and I 
understand each other quite well at this time.  In a funny sort of way we complement each other: I do all the hard 
work and he takes all the credit!  I think we are able to work together to make sure that the house functions quite 
well.  I think that people would generally say that the house functions quite efficiently and quite well and that we 
seem to get a lot of things done.  I thank him for his comments and I wish him and his family the very best for 
Christmas and the new year.  As for the two ministers, I said last year that I hoped Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich would 
be a bit like Hon Tom Stephens when he was first a minister and that she would be the second shortest serving 
minister in the history of Western Australia.  That was before the election.  She did not lose, so she is now back.  
She makes life hard for us at times, but I think she is doing her job very well, considering that being the 
education minister is a pretty tough job; I know, having done it myself for a little while.  I hope that Hon 
Ljiljanna Ravlich does not last as long as I did as minister, but that is a personal aside! 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  It is Christmas! 

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  I could have said that I hoped she lasted a long time in the job, which would be 
rather nice but something that might give me a pimple on my tongue!  Hon Jon Ford is a new minister.  Fisheries 
is a very interesting portfolio.  Of course, he also has all those regional portfolios that cover my electorate.  Hon 
Jon Ford is doing a good job.  I congratulate him on his appointment and wish him well in making sure that the 
most productive part of Western Australia continues to be the electorate that he and I share. 

We have some parliamentary secretaries who have performed extraordinarily well in my view.  It is very 
difficult being a parliamentary secretary, because they do not get paid much money; in fact, they get paid very 
little and they do as much work in the chamber as some ministers, depending on the nature of the legislation 
coming through the house.  The parliamentary secretaries we have now are extremely good at handling 
legislation.  Without in any way seeking to destroy the career of Hon Adele Farina by mentioning her 
particularly, her performance in dealing with the Perry Lakes Redevelopment Bill was extraordinarily good.  If 
every minister gave us a summary at the end of the second reading equivalent to the one she gave us on that bill, 
we would all be very happy.  Having ruined her career, let me also say that I think the parliamentary secretaries 
in this chamber would make very good ministers and that perhaps the government should consider replacing 
some of the Assembly ministers and putting these people in their roles.  To all the other members of the 
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chamber, I thank them for the work they do in this house and for the people of Western Australia in making sure 
that our laws are as good as they can be.  I wish them all a very happy Christmas and a very good new year. 

I will not mention the names of all the staff now, because the leader has mentioned them.  The staff in the 
chamber and the Parliament all work very hard for us.  Parliament is a tremendous place.  It is a place where 
people work together generally in a harmonious way.  We are very well looked after by the staff who are here to 
provide support and assistance to members.  We are very fortunate with the quality of the people who work in 
this place.  I want to mention a couple of people particularly before I sit down.  Malcolm Peacock has taken over 
as Acting Clerk in very difficult circumstances.  We have all spoken about Laurie Marquet in the past, and I will 
not repeat those comments now.  A tragic and very sad set of circumstances surrounds Laurie, who is indeed our 
close friend.  Malcolm has taken over the job of Acting Clerk in a very, very capable way.  He has done a 
tremendous job, assisted, of course, by Nigel and Mia.  The three of them have given us tremendous service this 
year, and I congratulate them and thank them most sincerely on behalf of our side of politics.  We are very 
fortunate to have people of their quality and dedication.  Considering the circumstances in which they found 
themselves during the year, they have taken up the cudgel and done the job spectacularly well.  I thank them 
very much for that.  I thank the staff in the chamber for the help they give all of us.  On that note I want to 
conclude by saying that I wish everybody a very happy Christmas.  It is a good time to be with our families and 
try to have a bit of a break, because it is the only time we get in our busy parliamentary lives.  I hope that we 
come back all fired up, rearing to go for a pretty interesting 2006, as refreshed and enthusiastic as we were in 
1977, in my case! 

HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [6.59 pm]:  I also add my best wishes for the Christmas period to 
all members and staff and hope that everybody is able to have an opportunity to rest and refresh.  It has been a 
difficult year, particularly perhaps for the Greens (WA).  With a reduced number of members, we have had even 
more work to do.  I acknowledge that Paul Llewellyn has found his feet in the Parliament remarkably rapidly.  It 
has been a pleasure to work with him in particular. 

This tradition in the house always amuses me.  It is like the trenches in the First World War.  We all jump up and 
play football in the mud.  It is one of the most delightful aspects of the way we work and an indication that our 
differences are obviously much less than our similarities.  The spirit with which we conduct debates and our 
business, often dealing with very difficult matters, I believe is to our credit.  I appreciate that members work 
together by and large very cooperatively and in a good spirit.  I think that is all for the benefit of good laws and 
for Western Australia in general.  I want to extend my thanks to all the staff; however, I will not run through the 
range of staff who support us all so very well in Parliament.  I want to turn my thoughts to the former Clerk, 
Laurie Marquet, whom I spoke to only a few days ago.  He is very unwell.  I wish him all the best for the 
Christmas period.  I acknowledge the excellent job that Malcolm Peacock has done and the ground he has 
covered since Laurie’s departure.   

On a personal level I thank members for their support as I have had some difficult times recently with illness in 
my family.  It was of great comfort to me to receive support from members, which has helped me to keep going 
with the work I had to do anyway, notwithstanding that additional challenge.  I have enjoyed getting to know a 
lot of the new members.  I look forward to working with everybody in the new year. 

HON MURRAY CRIDDLE (Agricultural) [7.01 pm]:  Over the past 12 years everybody has been able to 
smell the crayfish as soon as I stood!  As such, I will be brief.  I thank Mr President and all the members of the 
house for the way they have treated me over the past year.  I have a healthy respect for them all.  It is interesting 
to see the new members come on in the way they have performed.  It is a great experience for members who are 
here for the first time.  It is interesting to see how they have all developed and taken part in the debate.  I thank 
the Leader of the House and the ministers in this house for the way in which this year has gone by.  I wish them 
very well for the coming year and the festive season. 

The Leader of the Opposition and I have had a great relationship over a long time.  We sat next to each other as 
ministers; that was a great time.  That friendship and understanding has continued.  I thank Hon Bruce 
Donaldson.  I still tell him when I will not be here!  I am lucky enough to be invited to be with members of the 
opposition; it is a privilege.  I thank the Clerks for their efforts.  I will not go through everybody but I must 
mention Hansard.  They do a great job with my speeches.  I probably say too much in this place, although when I 
speak it is generally for a short period.  The Hansard reporters make a lot of sense out of it.  I thank them for 
that.  I thank all the staff of the Parliament.  I wish everybody all the best for the festive season and the coming 
year.  Christmas is a very important time for families to get together and enjoy each other’s company, because, 
as members of Parliament, we do not do enough of it.  We really need to be reunited with our family members - 
the people who are dear to us. 

THE PRESIDENT (Hon Nick Griffiths):  I first thank the Leader of the House for his kind words.  I thank him 
and the Leader of the Opposition for the way in which they have worked together.  I look forward to them 
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working together somewhat more closely next year and in the years to come.  As both leaders have pointed out, 
this has been a difficult year in many respects.  It always is after an election.  I thank them for the leadership they 
have both shown and for their good wishes. 

The Leader of the National Party has made reference to his speaking in the house.  As Leader of the National 
Party, Hon Murray Criddle has unlimited time to speak, but he has never abused that right.  In fact, if he did, he 
would still be talking now!  In dealing with the leadership of the parties I follow in the footsteps of Hon John 
Cowdell, who made reference to the Greens being a collective.  They have no leader but I acknowledge their 
collective leadership and contribution to the house.   

The Deputy President and Chairman of Committees, Hon George Cash, has provided great service this year, as 
he has in previous years.  I am very much indebted to him for his very wise counsel, and I believe this house is 
indebted to him for the work that he has carried out in many capacities during the course of the year. 

I am about to adopt a new standing order and I trust that will come to pass next year but, of course, that will be a 
matter for the house.  However, I thank the deputy chairs, chairmen or chairwomen, as the case may be, Hon Ray 
Halligan, Hon Louise Pratt, Hon Graham Giffard, Hon Ken Travers and Hon Simon O’Brien, for the way they 
have carried out their very important duties.  I thank the chairs of the committees, who perform an essential role 
for the workings of this house as a house of review, as it has come to be regarded and expected of by the 
community as a whole.  I look forward to the committee system being further developed next year and the 
committees carrying out a substantial amount of work for the benefit of our society.  I thank all members of the 
Legislative Council for the way in which they have carried out their duties and I also thank and acknowledge 
those members who retired in May. 

I join the leaders and a member of the Greens (WA) collective in acknowledging Mr Laurie Marquet.  Laurie did 
a tremendous job for this house and for the Parliament and I note with regret and sadness the circumstances in 
which Laurie finds himself.  I thank very much the Acting Clerk, Malcolm Peacock, for the way in which he has 
carried out his duty in very difficult circumstances.  I do not think anybody could have asked any more of 
Malcolm.  Similarly, Mia Betjeman and Nigel Pratt have worked very well and the three of them have ensured 
that this house operates in the way that the people of Western Australia expect the house to operate.  The 
Executive Officer (Committees), Kelly Campbell, and the committee staff have done a very good job this year, 
as they have always done, and I thank them for their work. 

I will mention the chamber staff by name because they are very important and, more to the point, they are 
watching!  I thank the Usher of the Black Rod, Chris Hunt; Peter Gale; Brian Conn; Val Di Giusto; and Grant 
Hitchcock for what they have done for all of us.  I do not see as much these days of the Senior Parliamentary 
Liaison Officer, Teena Beale, and the Parliamentary Officer, Janice Shaw, as I used to, but I come across them 
both from time to time and I am very much aware of the tremendous service that they provide to the functioning 
of this house.  Janeen Robertson, the Executive Assistant to the Clerk, continues to provide exemplary service in 
a very friendly way and I thank her for that.  I have the privilege of having as a Personal Assistant a lady, 
Lorraine Coogan, who has been the Personal Assistant to my two predecessors.  Frankly I could not ask for a 
better person to provide that assistance to me; similarly, Andrew Gardos, who I had the opportunity of engaging 
as my personal steward.  Andrew is known to many members for his operation of the dining room.  Andrew is 
the dining room’s loss and my gain; I have no regrets at all about that.  Of course, Andrew joins us for afternoon 
tea and morning tea from time to time and does a very good job for the members.  I thank Russell Bremner, 
Executive Manager of the Parliamentary Services Department; the Deputy Executive Manager of the 
Parliamentary Services Department, Rob Hunter; and the support staff to the managers.  I thank the Catering 
Services Manager, Enno Schijf, and his staff; the Security Manager, Ken Craig, and his staff; the 
Hansard/Reporting Services Manager, Joan Meaghan, and staff; the Library and Information Services Manager, 
Judy Ballantyne, and staff; the Finance Manager, Michel Crouche, and staff; the Information Technology 
Manager, Rolf Goff, and staff; the Education Office Manager, Jane Gray, and staff; and Vince Pacecca, the 
Building Services Manager.  Vince is actually very active around the place and I will mention him before I 
conclude my comments.  I thank also the Assistant Manager Building Services, Peter Pascoe; the Projects 
Manager, Dan Cochrane; the Dining Room Manager, Mark Gabrielli, and staff; the Head Chef, Claude Morris; 
and George Webb, the Sous Chef, and kitchen staff.  Most importantly, I thank our telephonists and ladies of the 
post office, Cathy Harrison, Marilyn David and Rosalie Arnold.  They make people welcome whenever they 
wish to contact Parliament House by telephone.  They are always courteous and, frankly, I do not know where 
we would be without them.  I also thank the head gardener, David Boag, and his staff.   
I draw member’s attention to the fact that when we next return to this chamber, it should be airconditioned.  This 
will involve Vince Pacecca, along with others to a degree.  I also point out that after the Christmas break, female 
members and female chamber staff will not have to walk all the way to the confines of the Legislative Assembly, 
because a ladies’ toilet will be installed next to the gentlemen’s toilet just outside the Legislative Council.  I will 
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not comment on the past, but it will assist members in getting to divisions earlier, not that the Whips have any 
cause for complaint about the lady members of the Council.   

I wish all members a very merry Christmas and a happy and prosperous new year.  I trust that during the break I 
will come across a number of them.  If I do, I hope it will be a pleasant experience.  Insofar as I do not see them, 
in any event I trust that all members will have a good break and come back refreshed.  

Question put and passed. 

House adjourned at 7.12 pm 
_________  

 
 
 
 


